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‘Amazing’ McCoy happy to be part of Best Ranch sale
BRAYTON, Iowa – There will be something amazing happening in western Iowa the end of August.
When the Best Ranch of Brayton offers a few dozen high-quality horses up for bid at its dispersal horse sale at the Dunlap (Iowa) Livestock Auction, it will also feature horses from guest cosigner Cord McCoy, a fan favorite in bull riding and a recent star on the CBS-TV reality series “The Amazing Race.”

“I know Steve Best is going to have some great working horses in that sale, and I thought this would be a great opportunity to show everybody some of the horses we raise in Oklahoma,” said McCoy of Tupelo, Okla., who finished second in the 16th season of “The Amazing Race” while competing with his brother, Jet. “I know the passion Steve and all the Bests put into raising great horses, so I’m just excited to be part of this deal.”

Steve Best operates Best Ranch with his wife, Lynda, and their daughters, Abby, Sara, Jodi Wendi, Lindsay and Whitney. With a barn full of stellar horses, the Bests have developed quite a herd. They take pride in raising the highest quality all-around ranch horse. 
“What I like is having a horse that can do it all, and we’ve got a bunch of those,” Steve Best said. “Now we’ve just got too many, so what’s why we need to have this sale.”

McCoy became involved in the sale when he became involved in the Best family. It started a couple years ago when he began dating Sara Best. It continues through their November 2010 wedding. All along the way, he has become quite popular in southwest Iowa and nationwide. Some of it came from his stature on the Professional Bull Riders tour, but most came this past spring on “The Amazing Race,” where he and his fellow-cowboy brother won over the hearts of millions. 

“I’m pretty blessed, from a great family to being able to do what I love for a living,” said McCoy, who was raised in southeastern Oklahoma on the family ranch that raises Hancock-lineage horses and bucking bulls. “ ‘The Amazing Race’ was great because I got to travel the world with my best friend and compete for a million dollars.”


Both Jet and Cord McCoy were five-time champions in the International Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association – Jet won three all-around titles and two saddle bronc riding championships, while Cord won two all-around, two bronc riding and a bull riding crown. Their father, Denny McCoy, was raised in southeastern Iowa, then transplanted his roots in Oklahoma. 

And that’s where the McCoys first became a popular fixture in the world of rodeo. As youth, they excelled in virtually every event in which they competed. As they grew older, they were some of the handiest rough-stock cowboys going down the trail, able to win in bareback riding, saddle bronc riding and bull riding. It’s all an extension of the ranch work Cord McCoy knows so well.


And maybe that shared interest is one of the many reasons McCoy and Sara Best have decided to spend their lives together. The two met at the 2008 PBR event in Tulsa, Okla., and quickly learned they had a lot in common. Their fathers were passionate about high quality livestock and the ranching way of life. It’s something that was passed down through the generations.  

“Being a cowboy is just a way of life for me,” McCoy said. “I like going out and working with cattle and horses and all that contains, whether it’s building fence or braking horses or just feeding in the winter. That’s what I enjoy doing. 

“It’s pretty cool that I’m blessed enough to make a living doing what I love. I don’t think everybody in the world can say that.”

McCoy will have seven horses in the sale, several less than the Best Ranch but still a big part of the process.
“I know people that are looking for some good horses they can work with, and they’ll find a bunch of them at this sale,” McCoy said. 
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