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Carr Pro Rodeo hires top-level people for big-time events
STEPHENVILLE, Texas – When Pete Carr comes to town, he brings the best in the business with him. 

Carr has been hauling stock to the Cowboy Capital of the World Rodeo for several years, but it’s just the third year Carr Pro Rodeo has served as the primary stock contractor. This year he will have a who’s who of the voices, the acts and the hardest workers in the sport of rodeo. 
“The reason Pete is successful is because he’s not afraid to hire people who know more than he does,” pickup man Paul Peterson said. “A lot of guys want to be the one who knows everything, but Pete not that way. He knows his strengths.”

Peterson has been voted on by the top bareback riders and saddle bronc riders to work the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo three times in his career. 

“I think it’s good to have good people around you,” said Carr, a former rough-stock cowboy who got into the stock-contracting business about eight years ago. “Paul has worked every rodeo we have ever had and is an integral part of our company and any success we have had.”
Peterson isn’t the only man with a championship pedigree who will be part of the show at the Cowboy Capital of the World Rodeo, with performances set for 7:45 p.m. Thursday, June 10; Friday, June 11; and Saturday, June 12, all at the Lone Star Arena. The other pickup man is Guy Allen of Santa Anna, Texas, an 18-time steer roping world champion who has qualified for the Clem McSpadden National Finals Steer Roping 32 times in a career that began in 1976. 
“It’s a pretty easy decision to hire the best,” Carr said. 

A good pickup man, Peterson said, should be able to read livestock and react to the animals. 

“You can tell where a bull or horse is going, and you can figure out where they’re going to be before you even get there,” he said. “It’s just about being a cowboy.”
It’s also about putting on a great show, which is another Carr trademark. The overall production is a key reason why he hired the husband-wife tandem of John and Sandy Gwatney of Marquez, Texas. 

“They are a huge part of our team,” Carr said. “John runs the entire timed-event end of the arena and helps everything run smoothly. 
“Sandy secretaries and times, and she handles a lot of openings this year. She’s taken all that over.”


They also bring a boatload of experience to each an every rodeo performance they work. John Gwatney grew up around rodeo and has competed for a number of years before starting on the production side of the shows. Sandy, who showed American Quarter Horses, became inundated with all things rodeo when she married John 13 years ago. 


“When we moved to Texas about four years ago, we got the opportunity to meet Mr. Carr,” Sandy Gwatney said. “He loves the sport and the promotion of it, and his drive to do it keeps you coming back. He wants to make his crew feel like a family function. We have a great bunch of people.”


That family atmosphere carries over and shows in the care the staff puts into each aspect of the job of rodeo production. From tending the livestock to making each performance seem flawless, it takes a crew of folks who care about animals, care about fans and have a passion for the sport of rodeo. 

“I feel like the best arena director is the guy that can hide in plain site,” John Gwatney said. “I want everybody to think the rodeo just happens and that it went smooth. My goal is to make it look seamless. 


“Pete’s a lot the same way, in that he wants the production to seem flawless. He’s never satisfied. Every winter, he spends his time to make the herd even better. Whether it’s a new stud or a new mare, he’s willing to do what it takes to make everything better. You’ve got to take your hat off to a guy like that.”
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