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Wall one of the best making up the Dayton rodeo personnel
DAYTON, Iowa – Most of his career, Cory Wall has been considered one of the best bullfighters in rodeo. 
Now it has come full circle: He was recognized as the 2009 Bullfighter of the Year in the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association. It was a huge honor for the Colorado athlete, who will work his fifth straight Dayton Championship Rodeo, set for 7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 3-Sunday, Sept. 5, and 1:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 6. 
“Winning the Bullfighter of the Year didn’t feel like being just for the year; it felt like a career-achievement award,” said Wall, 41, who lives in Calhan, Colo., with his wife, Nikki, and their newborn daughter, Saylor Kai. “I’ve been fighting bulls for 20 years. This is the biggest award I’ve ever received. It means a lot to me, but it hasn’t changed what I do at all.”

Anyone who has ever met Wall will attest to that. Yes, he’s one of the greatest athletes to have played this game, but also he’s one of the great people in the sport. When he’s not fighting bulls and protecting cowboys, he’s promoting the event, the sport. He’s willing to do about anything to draw more fans to the arena.

“As a bullfighter, Cory’s probably one of the best I’ve ever seen,” said Andy Burelle of Ardmore, Okla., who works with Wall several times a year, including the first of August in Sidney, Iowa. “Winning Bullfighter of the Year should’ve come a long time ago, but it didn’t. He’s not a politician, so he didn’t do anything extra to win the award. He just went out there and did his job every day, and he did it well.

“What separates him is that he’s willing to go out and do whatever it takes to sell the event. That’s why he’s got a lot of big rodeos. He’s also going to be the guy who his going to do the extra things to help the rodeo. That’s just Cory.”

Being Cory Wall is being pretty good. He’s one of three pieces of the Dayton Championship Rodeo puzzle that walked away from the PRCA Awards Banquet last December with the top honor in the business: Boyd Polhamus was named the Announcer of the Year the third straight time, and John Payne and the One Armed Bandit & Co. was named the Dress Specialty Act of the Year – it marked the 10th time Payne has earned the honor.
All three have integral parts with the Dayton Rodeo, but it’s more than a job to them. They realize there’s something special in the community of about 800 people that sees a population explosion over the Labor Day weekend. Their work in Dayton is why they’ve been asked to return in 2010.

“We have a great group of people that help us with this rodeo, and we try to surround ourselves with the best,” said Jim Heckman, the rodeo committee’s chairman. “That’s what we get with Boyd Polhamus, John Payne and Cory Wall.

“Cory’s one of the most fantastic people anywhere, no matter the sport or what the professional level it is. I can’t imagine anyone more professional; he’s just a great human being. He’s a great role model for kids.”

And that’s paying off quite well now that Wall has a child of his own. 

“It’s amazing,” he said of fatherhood. “All of the sudden, my life has changed, and everything plays second fiddle to this little girl with good reason.”

Wall’s priorities are in the right place. He realizes that a bullfighting career won’t last forever, but he realizes the blessing of being able to make a living doing something he loves. 

“I believe this is what God wants me to do at this time of my life,” he said.
The signs certainly point in that direction. When possible, Wall will have family with him at rodeo arenas all across this land. He will share his passion and his talent with those closest to him, just as he has done for countless friends over the years.

“Cory’s just one of those people whose honest and you can trust,” Burelle said. “He’s going to do the right thing all the time. He’s just good people.”
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