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Durfey ready to rope in big bucks at National Finals Rodeo

LAS VEGAS – In this year’s tie-down roping field for the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo, there are 15 cowboys representing 15 world championships and countless qualifications to ProRodeo’s grand finale.


The fact that Tyson Durfey is part of the elite class is not only a testament to him, but also those who have influence him. The fact that this is his third straight trip to play the biggest game in the sport is also a showcase of the up-and-coming superstar who was raised to rope calves.


“To me, every year I set my sites to win the world,” said Durfey of Colbert, Wash., who was raised on a Missouri ranch near Savannah by his father, Roy Durfey, a legend at training calf ropers and calf-roping horses. “To win the world, you have to make the finals. I’ve used the NFR as a stepping stone to get to the world title. It’s something I’ve worked my entire life for, something I’ve always wanted, something I’ve dreamt about, something I’ve dedicated my life to. 


“So far, I’ve been achieving my dreams. It’s definitely awesome.”


The 26-year-old cowboy has inched toward his first gold buckle, finishing the 2008 NFR No. 2 in the average and seventh in the final world standings. This season he strolls into Thursday night’s first go-round of the NFR at the Thomas & Mack Center 12th the world standings with nearly $74,000 in regular-season earnings. 


“I take it as a huge honor that I’m considered one of the best in the sport,” said Durfey, the 2006 and 2008 Canadian Professional Rodeo Association tie-down roping champion. “Just a couple of years ago when I first started rodeoing hard again, I had a few insecurities. I felt like I could do what I needed to do, but I just didn’t have the confidence to really know. 

“Now that this is my third time making the finals, it’s proof that I’m consistently winning. To me, it’s about being consistent. I’m honored to be in the class as the other big names in the sport.”


Atop that list is standings leader Trevor Brazile, who owns six all-around titles, two steer-roping crowns and a tie-down roping gold buckle. His lead over Durfey is about $59,000, but with $17,139 going to the winner in each of the 10 go-rounds, the Washington cowboy can make up the difference in just a few days. 

And he’s gone about the training it takes to make a strong run over the stretch of the NFR, spread over 10 days in the Nevada desert.

“I’ve been hitting it pretty hard,” he said. “Before the Canadian finals, I was roping four hours a day and working out all day. I was roping on a pile of horses, and when I got there, I didn’t have as good a Canadian Finals as I should have. I wasn’t working enough with my brain. I wasn’t mentally focused.”


That was just a few weeks ago. Since then, he’s spent his time in Arizona with Brent Lewis, an 11-time NFR qualifier who won the average in 2000. He rode several horses and roped for about three hours a day. And he got constant training from one of the best who has ever played the game.


“I’ve got the best trainers in the business,” Durfey said. “Fred Brown does wonders, and there’s my dad, who instilled in me a solid work ethic. Then there’s Brent Lewis … he’s a horse trainer, a cowboy and a winner in Las Vegas. My whole life, I’ve tried to pattern my life around a guy like that.


“I’m really lucky to have the guys in my corner that I have.”
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