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Durfey posts quick time, places in opening round of the NFR

LAS VEGAS – Tyson Durfey was fast in his first-round run at the 2009 Wrangler National Finals Rodeo. 

So were a lot of the other elite tie-down ropers in the field. In fact, of the top 15 cowboys in the business who qualified for ProRodeo’s championship, five had times faster than 8 seconds. Durfey posted a 7.8-second run, good enough for a tie of third place in the round with Clint Robinson and Adam Gray. 


“I feel like I made a good run,” said Durfey, 26, of Colbert, Wash. “I had a real strong calf. When we were preparing the calves and got to her, she was really strong and really wild. It was very important that I got down to her and got her flanked fast, get to her before she could run around on the end of the rope.”

Two-event qualifier Josh Peek won the round with his 7.5-second run, earning the more than $17,000 first-place check, and Justin Maas of Giddings, Texas, finished second with a 7.7, good for $13,546. Durfey, Robinson and Gray each earned $7,280. 

“Usually the first round is a lot softer; you don’t see that many times that fast,” said Durfey, who was raised on a ranch near Savannah, Mo. “You usually don’t see those fast rounds until later in the week, but the first round was really tough. It’s kind of unusual, but it shows that the calves are a little better and the guys are roping really good. 

“It all plays into the fact that it was a really good calf roping tonight.”


It also might be a precursor of the things to come in what has become one of the most exciting events at the NFR over the years.

“I think it’s going to be a very fast NFR,” said Durfey, who wears pink during every rodeo performance in an effort to raise awareness and funds in the fight against breast cancer. “All the guys are roping as good as they ever have been, and the calves are certainly good. I don’t think you’ll see a lot of 8-second runs win much money.”
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